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EL-CEZIRE (CIZRE) ZENGI ATABEGLERININ SIKKELERI
Coins Of The Al-Jazeera (Cizre) Zengid Atabegs
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Ozet

S6z konusu ¢alisma Mardin Miizesi'nde el-Cezire Zengi atabegleri zamaninda basilmis 6 sikkeyi kapsamaktadir.
Calismanin amaci sikke yazitlarint okuyarak hangi melike ait olduklarini tespit etmek ve figiirlerini ikonografik bakimdan
ele almaktir. Incelenen sikkelerden 2 tanesi Miiizeddin Sencar Sah, 3 tanesi Miiizeddin Mahmud ve 1 tanesi de
Muizzeddin Mahmud ile el-Melik el-Zahir'in ortak iktidarlari dsneminde basilmistir. Miiizeddin Sencer Sah déneminde
584 (1189) yilinda basilmis sikkelerde Roma ve Grek tislubunda uzun, dalgali ve daginik saglariyla dikkat ¢eken portreler
goriilmektedir. Bu portreler sag tarzlariyla Grek mitolojisinde yer alan Arethusa biistlerini animsatmaktadir. Fakat
portrelerin yiiz 6zellikleri ise Orta Asya tislubunda ay yiizlii, ¢ekik badem gozlii olarak isimlendirilen Uygur tipindedir.

Miiizeddin Mahmud'un 606 (1210) yilinda el-Cezire’de basilmis sikkelerinde, sikkenin 6n yiiziinde cepheden verilmis, bir

hilali havaya kaldirmig yarim biist seklinde kagan tasvirleri goriilmektedir. Bu tasvirler Ortagag Islam diinyasinda burglar

ve gezegenlere duyulan ilginin tezahiirii seklinde karsimiza ¢tkmaktadir. Eski Mezopotamya toplumlarinda giines, ay ve
yildiz kiiltleri oldukea etkiliydi. Ozellikle 3. bin yilin ortalarindan itibaren silindir miihiirler {izerinde Ay tanrisi Sin, Ay
sembolii ile beraber tasvir edilmistir. Islamiyet ncesinde Tiirkler Mani dinini kabul ettikten sonra bu dinin prensiplerine
gore Ay Tanrisini inanglarinin merkezine yerlestirmislerdir. Bu zamana kadar Tanrtya Gok Tanr1 derlerken, bundan sonra
Ay Tanri demiglerdir. Antik Tirk distinistine gore iktidar, insana Tanr1 tarafindan verilirdi. Boylece tasvirler Ay tanridan
kut alarak tahta ¢tkma seklinde sembollesmisti. Muizzeddin Mahmud ve ez-Zahir'in 639 (1241) yilinda el-Cezire’de ortak
iktidarlarinda basilan sikkesinde ise Melik Mahmud, Melik Zahir, Halife el-Miistansir ve Selguklu Sultani Giyaseddin

Keyhiisrev'in isimleri yer almistur.
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Abstract

This study covers 6 coins printed at the Mardin Museum at the time of al-Jazeera the Zengi Atabeg. The aim of the
work is to read the coin inscriptions and to determine which king they belong to and to handle their figures in
iconographic terms. Two of the coins investigated were published by Miiizeddin Sencar Shah, three by Miiizeddin
Mahmud and one by the joint authority of Muizzeddin Mahmud and al-Malik ez-Zahir. In the period of Miizeddin
Sencer Shah, in the coins printed in 584 (1189), portraits with long, wavy and scattered hair in Roman and Greek style
are seen. These portraits are reminiscent of Arethusa busts in Greek mythology with their hairstyles. However, the facial
features of the portraits are the Uyghur type, which is called moon-faced, sharp almond-eyed in Central Asian style. In
the coins of Miiizeddin Mahmud printed in Al-Jazeera in 606 (1210) the depictions of khan in the form of a half-bust
raising up a crescent given from the front in the front side. These depictions are in the form of manifestations of interest
in horoscopes and planets in the Middle Ages Islamic world. In ancient Mesopotamian societies, sun, moon and star
cultures were very influential. Especially since the middle of the 3rd millennium, sin, the Moon God, was depicted on
the cylinder seals together with the symbol of moon. In the pre-Islamic period, after the Turks accepted the religion of
Mani, they placed the Moon God in the center of their beliefs according to the principles of this religion. Until this




time, Turks called God as Tengri, they called him as Moon God then. According to ancient Turkish thinking, power was
given to man by God. Thus, the depictions were symbolized in the form of ascending to the throne by taking happiness
from the Moon God. Melik Mahmud, Melik Zahir, Halife el-Mistansir and Seljuks Sultan Giyaseddin Keyhiisrev’s
names were included in the joint authority of Muizzeddin Mahmud and ez-Zahir in their joint rulings in al-Jazir’a in 639

(1241)
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